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Amphibians are cold-blooded animals that begin their life in wet 
environments and absorb water through their skin. They undergo 
metamorphosis to become adults.

Salamanders and newts may look like lizards, 
but they do not have scaly skin. They begin 
their lifecycles in wet areas like under leaves or 
in vernal pools. There are over 650 species of 
salamanders and newts.
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Caecilians are legless amphibians that often 
live underground. There are close to 200 
species of them. They have small eyes 
and come in different colours. The 
largest caecilian known can grow 
up to 5 feet in length!

Worldwide, there are over 5,300 species of frogs and toads and 
over 95 species in North America. Most toads have warty, drier skin 
than frogs which tend to have moist skin. Both groups absorb water 
through their skin.
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Red-eyed tree frog

(Agalychnis callidryas)

Zombie frog (Synapturanus zombie)

Photo by Antoine Fouquet

their lifecycles in wet areas like under leaves or 

salamanders + newts

Japanese gian t salamander

Photo by Salamandra2021 | CC BY-SA 4.0 | background removed | bit.ly/3Gg7cTu

(Andrias japonicus)

Ph
ot

o
by

G
re

g
Sc

he
ch

ter
| CC BY 2.0

| background removed | bit.ly/438RZ0kBl
ue

sp

otted salamander (Ambystoma laterale)

emoved | bit.ly/y/y 438RZ0k
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Eastern newt (Notophthalmus viridescens)
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American toad (Anaxyrus americanus)
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Spring peeper (Pseudacris crucifer)
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American green tree frog (Hyla cinerea)
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